
GRECIAN ADVENTURE! 
I Urmila Pu/lat reviews two Greek movies, as different from each other 

as Moussaka and Souvlaki ! 
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The Greek title of this movie translates into Political Cuisine. And this 
movie entwines beautifully, political upheavals with culinary pleasures, 
set against the backdrop of the Istanbul Pogrom (1955-78) when the 
Greeks of Istanbul were deported to Greece. The movie is built on the 
memories of Fanis, the main protagonist. 

Fanis is extremely close to his grandfather, who runs a wonderful 
little spice shop in Istanbul. He grows up in the shop learning about 
various spices, that fire in him the desire to cook. He falls in love with 
Saime, a young Turkish girl. He learns about the solar system with 
chill ies and salt. He spends many joyful hours learning and relishing. 

Disaster strikes soon when the political atmosphere continuously 
worsens. The Turks and Greeks fighting with each other, finally result 
in the order for all Greeks in Turkey to be deported back to Greece. 
Fanis and his parents are part of the ocean of Greeks who leave to 
live in Greece. His grandfather stays back in Turkey as he is a Turkish 
citizen. And so sadly, Fanis leaves behind his granddad, Saime and 
the spice shop to live in Greece. 

We then see little Fanis growing up in Greece, moping around and 
sad, as he cannot forget Saime. He channels all his energies into 
his budding culinary genius, which is also nipped in the bud as his 
family is told that it is not natural for a boy to enjoy cooking so much! 
His grandfather promises and promises to come to visit ... but never 
comes. But his grandfath,3r's untimely passing away takes Fanis 
back to Istanbul. And back to his long-lost love who is married and 
has a daughter. 

Watch this movie to relish a great potpourri of political upheaval , love, 
food and spices. 

Verdict: A movie centered around food can only be a great movie 
to watch . 

Rating: 3.5/5 

Hot: We get a superb insight into the Istanbul Pogrom, a historical 
debacle that many of us have no idea about. And of course, needless 
to mention .. . the food. 

Not: Just a simple movie, offers no twists and turns. 



And I am confused. 

The man then reaches what looks like a house. 
He takes the woman, blindfold removed , to a 
room where a boy is working his biceps. He 
asks him whether he is done exercising, and 
then says "Christina is here!" shuts the door and 
leaves. The two then have the most clinical sex I 
have ever seen in any movie. 

What is this movie about? Where is the director 
taking us? My mind is brimming with questions 
and doubts. This is a movie about a couple 
who have imprisoned their three children in their 
palatial house, completely cutting them out from 
the world outside. They do not even know the 
existence of the telephone. They home-school 
them, have rigid rules and regulations by which 
the kids have to function. Any transgression is 
punished. Heavily. 

The kids are pitted against each other. And we 
realise that Christina is the only contact they 
have with the outside world . The movie takes 
little turns when Christina asks the boy for a 
sexual favour he does not accede to, which she 
finally gets from one of the girls - in exchange 
for her headband. This finally blows up in her 
face when the father learns of it, visits Christina 
in her house and beats her over the head 
violently with her VCR. 

Well, we wonder now who will be chosen for 
the boy? We need not have. He has to decide 
between his two sisters, eyes closed, and feeling 
them up. This is a bizarre movie, it shocks at 
every level. The couple spins tall tales, one of 
which is the existence of a brother across the 
wall, qnd his fake death and funeral. The father 
removes all stickers and packaging material from 
the food, water and other products he brings 
home on his way back from work. The two 
sisters lick each other. The crazy couple make 
love while listening to something on their own 
sets of earphones. 

Is there a subtext to this move? Or is it just a 
bizarre movie? I am still trying to figure this one 
out. Meanwhile, you try to figure why this movie 
is called Dogtooth! Oh, and the film won the 
Prix Un Certain Regard at the 2009 Cannes Film 
Festival and was nominated for Best Foreign 
Language Film at the 83rd Academy Awards. 

Verdict: I would watch this movie again simply 
because it intrigues me. 

Rating: 3.5/5 

Hot: This is a bizarre movie. 

Not: Ditto! 
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